
Classroom Observation Rubric: Culturally Validating Pedagogy and Leadership - Environment

Developing Deepening Demonstrating Validating

Cultural

Emphasizes the
human purpose of

what is being
learned

The physical environment does
not yet appear to emphasize
the human purpose of what is
being learned and has yet to

establish meaningful
relationships between what is
being learned and students'
racial, social, cultural, and

ethnic identities.

The physical environment
attempts to address the

human purpose of the content
in relation to students' racial,
social, cultural, and ethnic

diversity, with some efforts to
make connections but with

inconsistency.

The physical environment includes
multiple elements of cultural
validation that highlights the
human purpose of learning and
attempts to relate it to students'
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic
diversity, fostering awareness and

engagement.

The physical environment highlights
the human purpose of learning,
and places emphasis on each
human’s purpose. CLEAR

connections are made to students'
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic

diversity.

Learning

Encourages
students to make
choices in content
and assessment

The physical environment does
not yet appear to empower
student choice in content
selection and assessment

methods.

The physical environment
offers occasional

opportunities for student
choice in content selection
and assessment methods.

The physical environment
supports increased student

agency in content selection and
assessment methods.

The physical environment
empowers students to make
informed choices in content

selection and assessment methods
based on their experiences, values,

needs, and strengths.



Equitable

Respectful
learning

environments

The physical environment does
not yet appear to be reflective

of students' racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic diversity.

The physical environment
attempts to reflect students'
racial, social, cultural, and

ethnic diversity and
inconsistently integrates

into the learning
experience.

The physical environment
consistently reflects EACH

students' racial, social, cultural,
and ethnic backgrounds and

provides a validating atmosphere
conducive for academic

achievement.

The physical environment is
intentionally designed to support
students' racial, social, cultural,

and ethnic diversity, is
acknowledged, valued, and

actively contributes to successful
academic outcomes for EACH

learner.

Achievement

Includes multiple
ways to represent
knowledge and

skills

The physical environment does
not yet appear to provide

students' ability to demonstrate
their knowledge and skills as

diverse learners.

The physical environment
attempts to provide options
for students to demonstrate
their knowledge and skills as

diverse learners.

The physical environment provides
multiple opportunities for

students as diverse learners to
demonstrate their knowledge and
skills, fostering racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic validation.

The physical environment is
responsive to and reflective of
students’ racial, social, cultural,

ethnic, and diverse demonstrations
of their knowledge and skills.

Responsive

Vigorous learning
addressing world

issues in an
action-oriented

manner

The physical environment does
not yet appear to provide
opportunities for students to
engage in vigorous learning
experiences as evidenced by
(e.g. higher-order thinking and
real-world problem-solving)
that are relevant and action

oriented.

The physical environment
attempts to provide

opportunities for vigorous
learning experiences (e.g.
higher-order thinking and

real-world problem-solving)
that are relevant and action

oriented.

The physical environment provides
multiple opportunities for

students to engage in vigorous
learning experiences (e.g.
higher-order thinking and

real-world problem-solving) that
are relevant and action oriented.

The physical environment is
intentionally designed to promote

vigorous and collaborative
learning experiences (e.g.
higher-order thinking and

real-world problem-solving) that
are relevant and action oriented.



Physical Environment: Evidence Observed



Classroom Observation Rubric: Culturally Validating Pedagogy and Leadership - Instruction

Developing Deepening Demonstrating Validating

Cultural

Emphasizes the
human purpose of

what is being
learned

Culturally validating instruction
does not yet appear to connect
the learning to EACH student's
own racial, social, cultural, and
ethnic identity, missing
opportunities for cultural
validation and learning.

Culturally validating
instruction attempts to
connect the learning to
EACH student's own racial,
social, cultural, and ethnic
identity creating limited
opportunities for cultural
validation and learning.

Culturally validating instruction
often connects the learning to
EACH student's own racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic identity
creating several opportunities for
cultural validation and learning.

Culturally validating instruction is
intentionally designed to
emphasize EACH student's own
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic
identity creating abundant
opportunities for cultural
validation and learning.

Learning

Encourages
students to make
choices in content
and assessment

Culturally validating instruction
does not yet appear to offer
EACH student an opportunity to
make choices in content and
assessment methods reflective
of their racial, social, cultural,
and ethnic identity.

Culturally validating
instruction provides limited
opportunities for EACH
student to have an
opportunity to make choices
in content and assessment
methods reflective of their
racial, social, cultural, and
ethnic identity.

Culturally validating instruction
provides multiple opportunities
to support EACH student an
opportunity to make choices in
content and assessment methods
reflective of their racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic identity.

Culturally validating instruction is
intentionally designed for EACH
student an opportunity to make
choices in content and assessment
methods reflective of their racial,
social, cultural, and ethnic identity.



Equitable

Respectful
learning

environments

Culturally validating instruction
does not yet appear to
incorporate EACH student’s
racial, social, cultural, and
ethnic knowledge as part of the
learning process.

Culturally validating
instruction provides limited
opportunities to
acknowledge EACH
student’s racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic
knowledge as part of the
learning process.

Culturally validating instruction
provide multiple opportunities to
acknowledge EACH student’s
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic
knowledge as part of the learning
process.

Culturally validating instruction is
intentionally designed to
acknowledge EACH student’s
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic
knowledge as part of the learning
process.

Achievement

Includes multiple
ways to represent
knowledge and

skills

Culturally validating instruction
does not yet appear to include
multiple ways for EACH
student to represent their
knowledge and skills.

Culturally validating
instruction provides limited
ways for EACH student to
represent their knowledge
and skills.

Culturally validating instruction
provides multiple ways for
EACH student to represent their
knowledge and skills.

Culturally validating instruction is
intentionally designed for EACH
student to represent their
knowledge and skills in multiple
ways.

Responsive

Vigorous learning
addressing world

issues in an
action-oriented

manner

Culturally validating instruction
does not yet appear to provide
opportunities for EACH student
to engage in vigorous, real
world, and action-oriented
learning experiences.

Culturally validating
instruction provides limited
opportunities for EACH
student to engage in vigorous,
real world, and
action-oriented learning
experiences.

Culturally validating instruction
provides multiple opportunities
for EACH student to engage in
vigorous, real world, and
action-oriented learning
experiences.

Culturally validating instruction is
intentionally designed to provide
opportunities for EACH student to
engage in vigorous, real world, and
action-oriented learning
experiences.



Instruction: Evidence Observed



Classroom Observation Rubric: Culturally Validating Pedagogy and Leadership - Content/Curriculum

Developing Deepening Demonstrating Validating

Cultural

Emphasizes the human
purpose of what is being

learned

Content and curriculum does not
yet appear to emphasize
EACH students' racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic identities,
missing the opportunity to
engage with the human purpose
of learning.

Content and curriculum
minimally emphasize EACH
students' racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic
identities, providing a limited
opportunity to engage with the
human purpose of learning.

Content and curriculum
regularly emphasize EACH
students' racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic identities,
providing frequent opportunities
to engage with the human
purpose of learning.

Content and curriculum are intentionally
designed for EACH students to engage
with the human purpose of learning
regarding their racial, social, cultural,
and ethnic identities.

Learning

Encourages students to
make choices in content

and assessment

Content and curriculum does not
yet appear to encourage EACH
student an opportunity to make
choices regarding content and
assessment.

Content and curriculum
infrequently encourage
EACH student to make
choices regarding content and
assessment.

Content and curriculum
regularly encourage EACH
student to make choices
regarding content and
assessment.

Content and curriculum are intentionally
designed to encourage students to make
choices regarding content and
assessment.



Equitable

Respectful learning
environments

Content and curriculum does not
yet appear to validate EACH
students' racial, social, cultural,
and ethnic identities, or their
potential for learning.

Content and curriculum
infrequently validate EACH
students' racial, social,
cultural, and ethnic identities,
or their potential for learning.

Content and curriculum
regularly validate EACH
students' racial, social, cultural,
and ethnic identities, or their
potential for learning.

Content and curriculum are intentionally
designed to validate EACH students'
racial, social, cultural, and ethnic
identities, or their potential for
learning.

.

Achievement

Includes multiple ways
to represent knowledge

and skills

Content and curriculum does not
yet appear to include multiple
ways for EACH student to
represent their knowledge and
skills.

Content and curriculum
provide limited ways for
EACH student to represent
their knowledge and skills.

Content and curriculum provide
multiple ways for EACH
student to represent their
knowledge and skills.

Content and curriculum are intentionally
designed to include multiple ways for
EACH student to represent their
knowledge and skills.

Responsive

Vigorous learning
addressing world issues
in an action-oriented

manner

Content and curriculum does not
yet appear to provide
opportunities for EACH
student to engage in vigorous,
real world, and action-oriented
learning experiences.

Content and curriculum
provide limited opportunities
for EACH student to engage
in vigorous, real world, and
action-oriented learning
experiences.

Content and curriculum provide
multiple opportunities for
EACH student to engage in
vigorous, real world, and
action-oriented learning
experiences.

Content and curriculum are intentionally
designed for EACH student to engage in
vigorous, real world, and
action-oriented learning experiences.





Content & Curriculum: Evidence Observed




