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Feuerstein’s Fundamental Principles Applied Through The Pedagogy Of Confidence 
(p. 72) 

Feuerstein’s theory and methodology radically expanded understanding of the 
development of intelligence to the frontier of cognitive science. Extending this 
understanding to yet another frontier—that of classroom practice—requires a significant 
alteration of the way we assess and design pedagogy so we can amplify intelligence and 
maximize learning for all students, especially for those whom traditional instruction has 
failed. To facilitate application of Feuerstein’s theory and methodology for development of 
transformative practice, I have distilled his salient contributions into four pedagogical 
considerations for reversing underachievement and eliciting the high intellectual 
performance that is fundamental to the Pedagogy of Confidence. These considerations 
have guided codification of the High Operational Practices, a key component of this 
pedagogy. The first fundamental consideration for designing or selecting transformative 
pedagogical practices encompasses three beliefs unequivocally reflective of Feuerstein’s 
theory of Structural Cognitive Modification: Intelligence is modifiable. All students benefit 
from a focus on high intellectual performance. Learning is influenced by the interaction of 
culture, language, and cognition. (National Urban Alliance, 2001) 
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