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High Operational Practices 
Practice Model

CLEAR Model 
Conceptual Framework

Thinking Friends® 
Cognitive Language

Thinking Maps® 
Cognitive Language

The Cognitive Code is a Cognitive Language

While developing a level of fluency with this concrete visual language that represents cognition, Thinking Maps 
[Thinking Friends] become the mediating tools for students' and teachers' learning and thinking. Thinking Maps 
[Thinking Friends] mediate learning at many points, as represented by Figure 5.2. 
Thinking Maps mediate students' and teachers' individual metacognition as they reflect on their own thinking about 
thinking. For the teacher, the Thinking Maps encourage the identification of the purpose and goals of the lesson 
before instruction in order to determine what kind of thinking is involved. Teachers' reflective conversations help 
them establish the prerequisites that students need to be able to construct meaning. Similarly, before students begin 
a task, they can ask themselves, by using the cognitive language embedded in the Thinking Maps, "How can I 
approach this task?" or "What do I notice about this assignment?" In both situations Thinking Maps foster 
metacognition, the first step in mediating one's own learning.

Priming —> Processing —> Demonstrating for Understanding

Kindergarten:  Thinking Friends (Doggie Definer, Donkey Describer) 
-> Circle Map/Frame -> Think-A-Loud Writing -> Student’s Writing

First Grade:   
Thinking Friends  
(Doggie Definer, Donkey Describer) 
-> Circle Map/Frame  
-> Think-A-Loud Writing  
-> Student’s Writing 

The content was the  
informational text  
‘The Moon’.

Reflect Upon

Key Vocabulary Prediction

Thinking Friends Circle Map Writing

https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Yvette-Jackson-Ch5-SSTM.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Thinking-Maps-and-hand-symbols.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Yvette-Ch5-Fig-5.2.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/UPDATED-all-for-signs-3.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CLEAR-Model-with-Questions-1.3.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2390-scaled.jpeg
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2365-scaled.jpeg
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2366-scaled.jpeg
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/HOPS-PoC-1.3.pdf
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2387-scaled.jpeg
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2376-scaled.jpeg
https://theclearmodel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IMG_2397-scaled.jpeg

